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2003. Keeping in line with her tireless support 
of IBD patients and their families, as President 
of the Greater New York Chapter, she initiated 
the support group model that has since been 
implemented as CCFA’s national network of 
support groups. 

Suzanne was also the Founder and past 
President of the Digestive Disease National 
Coalition (DDNC). The DDNC comprises more 
than 32 patient groups and professional soci-
eties, representing the research and 
healthcare legislative interests of people who 
suffer from digestive disorders. In addition, 
she was an active leader in many digestive 
disease-related health forums and committees, 
holding the following positions: member of the 
Advisory Council, National Institute of Diabe-
tes & Digestive & Kidney Diseases, National 
Institutes of Health; chair of the Workgroup on 
Education of Public and Patients and Sup-
porting Resources of the National Commission 
on Digestive Diseases; and member of the 
Advisory Committee and Executive Committee 
of the National Digestive Disease Information 
Clearinghouse. 

Under Suzanne’s direction, CCFA and 
DDNC have been consistent and effective 
voices for digestive disease research within 
the National Institutes of Health, including 
funding for the National Institute of Diabetes 
and Digestive and Kidney Diseases, and other 
related institutes and agencies within the Pub-
lic Health Service. She is recognized by the 
research community, CCFA and the DDNC as 
a loyal ally and a valuable resource in creating 
public awareness of digestive diseases, as 
well as a strong partner in the effort to de-
velop new treatments and improve medical 
understanding of these conditions. 

Most recently, with Suzanne’s guidance, I 
worked along with CCFA to establish the Con-
gressional Crohn’s and Colitis Caucus. In 
memory of Suzanne’s contributions, CCFA 
and DDNC will continue to work together to 
improve the lives of patients with digestive dis-
eases. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you to join me in this 
very special congressional salute to this leader 
and advocate, Suzanne Rosenthal. 
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Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the opening of Pinnacles National Park, 
the 59th National Park in the United States. I 
want to thank Secretary of the Interior Ken 
Salazar for joining us to celebrate the opening 
of Pinnacles National Park on February 11, 
2013. 

Pinnacles truly is a special place. There are 
few words that can describe the feeling of 
watching a California condor spread its mas-
sive wings as it soars high above the volcanic 
spires or the beauty of the Park’s wildflowers 
painted upon the landscape by the springtime 
sun. 

Native Americans were the first to discover 
the cliffs of Pinnacles. The Chalon and Mutsun 

groups of the Ohlone people lived here thou-
sands of years ago. This place was more than 
just a home to these native tribes; it was the 
center of their community. As our nation 
spread west and homesteaders began to set-
tle on the Central Coast, they too were drawn 
to this spot. Led by Schuler Hain, who the wil-
derness of Pinnacles is now named for, they 
would hike into the park to explore the Talus 
Caves or picnic in the open meadows. Real-
izing that this was a special place worthy of 
protection for generations to enjoy, Schuler 
Hain gathered the community and preserva-
tion efforts were launched. Then, in 1908 
President Theodore Roosevelt established 
Pinnacles National Monument. A century later, 
understanding the economic potential of a Na-
tional Park designation, surrounding counties 
again turned to Pinnacles as a means to sup-
port their communities. 

I would like to thank Representative JEFF 
DENHAM, who co-sponsored the bill, Senator 
BARBARA BOXER for championing the bill in the 
Senate and President Obama in making Pin-
nacles a national park thus achieving the 
dream of Schuler Hain and President Theo-
dore Roosevelt. 

I can’t help but think of the pride my father, 
who as a state Senator protected so many 
special places here in California, would have 
felt if he were alive to see the creation of the 
ninth national park here in his home state. I 
also think of my friend and my first campaign 
chair, Ansel Adams, whose iconic photographs 
captured the unbelievable beauty of this coun-
try, inspiring a whole new generation of Ameri-
cans to experience our other great parks. Fi-
nally, I think of the Ansel Adams of this gen-
eration, Director Ken Burns, a supporter of 
elevating Pinnacles to a national park, whose 
documentary series National Parks: America’s 
Best Idea captured the story of our country’s 
efforts to set aside land for protection. 

He and his business partner, Dayton Dun-
can wrote: 

‘‘National parks are truly ‘America’s best 
idea,’ an idea that for nearly 150 years has 
kept evolving and expanding, not just in the 
United States but across the entire world. It is 
the Declaration of Independence written upon 
the landscape, a statement that a nation’s 
most majestic and sacred places should be 
preserved for all time and for everyone . . . 

‘‘Pinnacles National Park, like so many in 
our history, is the result of the dedication of in-
dividual citizens who worked tirelessly to save 
a special place they loved, so that others 
could love it and appreciate it as well. It has 
a deep history that matches its beauty . . . 

‘‘We cannot think of a better way to express 
our feelings than to quote John Muir, who had 
this to say about the people responsible for 
the birth of a new national park: ‘Happy will be 
[the ones] who, having the power and the love 
and the benevolent forecast [to create a park] 
will do it. They will not be forgotten. The trees 
and their lovers will sing their praises, and 
generations yet unborn will rise up and call 
them blessed.’ ’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I’m proud to call Pinnacles a 
national park. I encourage all Americans to 
come visit this truly special place and be in-
spired to go home and preserve the special 
places in their own communities. 
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Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the dedication of the State of Texas’ 
Historical Commission with the placement of 
an Official Texas Historical Marker on behalf 
of the African American Community of 
Quakertown. 

In the early 1880s, Quakertown emerged as 
a thriving African American community in the 
heart of Denton, TX. Quakertown flourished 
through 1920, its growth due in part to its lo-
cation near the city square and the opportuni-
ties it provided for African Americans. The 
community was bounded by Withers Street on 
the north, Oakland Avenue on the west, Bell 
Avenue on the east, and by Cottonwood and 
Pecan Creeks on the South. Although many 
residents worked for businesses on the nearby 
city square, at the College of Industrial Arts 
(now Texas Woman’s University), and as serv-
ants for white households, Quakertown pros-
pered as a self-supporting community. Several 
churches, a physician’s office, lodges, res-
taurants, and small businesses joined homes 
to line the streets of the community. The 
neighborhood school, the Fred Douglass 
School, burned in Sep. 1913 and was rebuilt 
along Wye Street in Southeast Denton in 
1916, foreshadowing events to come. 

By 1920, the proximity of Quakertown to the 
growing College of Industrial Arts and the 
civic-minded interests of Denton’s white resi-
dents threatened the future of Quakertown. 
Many believed that it was in the best interest 
of the College and the Denton community to 
transform Quakertown into a city park. In Apr. 
1921, with little input from its residents, the 
City voted 367 to 240 in favor of a bond to 
purchase Quakertown. More than 60 families 
lost their homes. The majority of the displaced 
residents relocated to southeast Denton on 21 
acres of land, platted as Solomon Hill, sold to 
them by rancher Albert L. Miles. Others, in-
cluding many Quakertown Community leaders, 
chose to leave Denton altogether. By Feb. 
1923, Quakertown had disappeared in the 
midst of the new park’s construction. 

The Texas Historical Marker commemo-
rating the site was approved by and paid for 
by the Texas Historical Commission as one of 
a select group of applications made each year 
to recognize undertold stories. The selection 
was a result of a successful 2010 application 
by the Denton County Historical Commission, 
supported through the efforts of the Denton 
Public Library and the Denton Parks and 
Recreation Department. 

It is my honor to recognize these organiza-
tions and the efforts of the individuals involved 
and to represent Denton County and the City 
of Denton in the House of Representatives. 
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